THE DRAMA                            249

after them, chasing them far into the road, and if he captures
one, carries him back to the dancing-place and gives the money
to his frightened victim. I asked repeatedly for the significance
of this curious character, but I never received a satisfactory
explanation. The penged/oJcan's other names are Djero Dalam
Pegek and Djero Dalam Truna (truna: bachelor), perhaps de-
rived from some authentic character, a bachelor king of legend
who liked children, but frightened them because of his appear-
ance. To be a bachelor after middle age is considered abnormal
in Bali. The mask is very holy, or rather has magic power, and
no one would dream of selling it. In general a good set of
topeng masks is a treasure, since only the bests sculptors can
make them. Learned Balinese have a high regard for the topeng
as an art.

THE BALINESE OPERA: THE ARDJA

A performance by a good ard/a ensemble is a social event in
the village. It is at ard/a shows that young people meet and love
affairs are started, helped by the romantic atmosphere of the
love stories and the late hours. The performance never begins
before midnight, and the villagers wait patiently, gossiping,
flirting, listening to music, or munching peanuts until the actors
have eaten their interminable dinner and are finally dressed.

The play begins with the appearance of the t/ondong, the
female attendant of the putri, the eternal princess. The part of
the t/ondong is usually played by a middle-aged, homely, male
actor dressed as a girl, who walks in an effeminate way, singing
praises to his mistress and begging her to come out. She is
finally persuaded; the curtains of the little booth at the end of
the dancing-space part and the much heralded beauty appears.
In progressive ard/as she may be a young girl dressed in gold,
with a great flower head-dress; but generally beautiful young
girls cannot sing very well and in " good " ard/as the part is
played by a male actor famous for his high falsetto. Slowly the
two work their way across the stage, dancing and posturing, the